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Backgrot 1
Weatherly Creek, like Waggoner Creek and many streams in the Lower Umpqua Basin,
underwent changes in the last century to the detriment of itive fish. Splash-damming and
stream cleaning resulted in a loss of LWD and boulders in the ch inel. Fires and streamside
logging also took their toll, and as a result Weatherly Creek is bedrock dominated and has little
of the habitat diversity required for successfully producing salmonids. The goal of this project
was to place large wood and boulders in mainstem camp and thus enhance spawning, rearing
and overwintering habitat for native fish.

Project Descr 21 )i
Work began on this project in mid-July 2012, and was completed September 7, 2012. We
placed, with an excavator, 1390 boulders, 120 cubic yards of gravel, 93 50' logs with rootwads,
16 50' logs without rootwads, and 15 40' logs throughout 37 sites. Of these sites, eight were
boulder-only and consisted of weirs with jump pools and roughening to allow for fish passage.
The 6 lower weirs were supplemented with 20 cubic yards of gravel to help jumpstart the sealing
process. All logs were keyed into riparian trees and gaps in between the logs were filled in with
boulders. With the completion of this project, the entire Weatherly Creek watershed that is
accessible to an excavator has been restored. We may consider, at a future date, restoring the
upper reaches with a helicopter.

Changes to original proposal
There were no changes to the project.

Lessons Learned
As with Waggoner Creek, we learned that it is important to be considerate of timelines

when applying for permits. We submitted our permit application in early summer, but due to staff
workload, the permit was not issued until shortly before work began. We now submit our

applications well in advance of the field season.

We also learned that the addition of weir gravel is v | worth the minimal expense it requires.
The weirs began pooling water behind them as soon as we placed the gravel, and have retained
a great amount of fine material in the time since implementation. We highly encourage its use in
future projects.
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Meeting Goals
This project contin s to successful met our goals to place 1390 boulders, 120
cubic yards of gr 3, 93 50' logs with rootwads, 16 50' logs without rootwads, and
15 40' logs thro jhout 37 sites with an excavator. The project area begins at the
Highway 38 bridge an: continues 4.9 miles upstream. Prior to project
implementation, t :re was a lack of LWD and boulders in Weatherly Creek. The
stream channel w ; bedrock dominated and lacked diversity that salmonids
require for spawni }, summer rearing, and winter refuge habitat.

At this time followi | project completion, spawning, rearing and winter refuge
habitat have been enhanced due to instream structures. Weatherly Creek has
regained connection to the floodplain, gravel and other fine material has
accumulated around structures and deep pools have developed near most of the
structures. See photo pages 4-6. The monitoring photos really represent the
added complexity that has been added to the watershed. This was severely
lacking at the beginning of the project and it is evident that all life stage habitat
conditions are present in the watershed.

Maintenance and N difications
No maintenance or modifications have been needed.

Costs
Since no maintenance or modifications were required with this project there were no
additional costs. Costs were incurred for the site visit to take photos as well as to
write the report.

Category Unit Unit Cost Total
Number |

™ \ravel 45 miles 0.56/mile 5 25.20

Staff Time 0.5 days 340/day $ 170.00

Monitoring

Staff Time 3 hours 30/hour $ 90.00

Report

Total: $ 285.20

Public Awareness

The project monitoring information will be added to PUR'’s website
(www.umpgquarivers.org). This project is highly visible from Weatherly Creek Road and
has been the subject of several post-restoration tours.
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